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BAM (Brooklyn Academy of Music) is a multi-arts center located in Brooklyn, New York. For more than 150 years, BAM has been the 
home for adventurous artists, audiences, and ideas—engaging both global and local communities. With world-renowned programming 
in theater, dance, music, opera, fi lm, and much more, BAM showcases the work of emerging artists and innovative modern masters.
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Quick Facts about BAM
• Founded in 1861, BAM is America’s oldest continuously operating performing 
arts center. The institution is led by President Katy Clark and Executive Producer 
Joseph V. Melillo.

• Artists who have appeared at BAM in the past include Paul Simon, Patrick 
Stewart, Cate Blanchett, Philip Glass, Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker, Youssou 
N’Dour, Marisa Monte, Juliette Binoche, Caetano Veloso, and Gilberto Gil.

• BAM is the only performing arts center in the country with three mainstage 
theaters and a multi-screen cinema.

• BAMart showcases the work of local and international artists and has 
commissioned pieces from such renowned fi gures as Shinique Smith, William 
Kentridge, and Jean-Michel Basquiat.

• BAM Community programs serve the diverse BAM neighborhood and beyond, 
featuring many free programs for seniors and kids, as well as the city’s largest 
annual public celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

• Companies that have performed at BAM include Urban Bush Women, 
Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch, Royal Shakespeare Company, Batsheva 
Dance Company, the Royal Ballet of Cambodia, Cloud Gate Dance Theatre of 
Taiwan, and The Fugard Theatre.

BAM in Brooklyn
BAM has a unique campus with three mainstage theaters and a multiplex 
cinema, attracting over 700,000 visitors every year.

BAM HOWARD GILMAN OPERA HOUSE
The Howard Gilman Opera House has hosted some of the world’s most 
prestigious artists, from Enrico Caruso to Pina Bausch and Youssou N’Dour. A 
stunning marriage of eclectic Beaux Arts style with modern sound and lighting, the 
Opera House seats 2,109 patrons in its orchestra, mezzanine, and balcony levels.

BAM HARVEY THEATER
Seating 840 people, this unique space was obtained in 1987 by former BAM
President Harvey Lichtenstein as a venue for the landmark production of Peter
Brook’s The Mahabharata. Originally a traditional playhouse, later a movie house,
and creatively renovated since, the Harvey’s striking interior lends its unique
personality to every performance on its stage.

BAM ROSE CINEMAS
BAM’s four-screen movie theater was originally a music hall, then was 
converted to a playhouse, and was transformed into BAM Rose Cinemas in 
1998, preserving the history of the space while providing a state-of-the-art 
viewing experience.

LEPERCQ SPACE
This dramatic open-plan hall is home to BAM’s in-house restaurant BAMcafé, as well 
as literary readings, visual art exhibitions, artist talks, and public and private parties. 

BAM FISHER
Opened in 2012, BAM’s newest performance space is designed to accommodate 
a variety of art forms and seating confi gurations, while also boasting a year-round 
rooftop terrace, rehearsal studio, classroom, and exhibition space. 

Global BAM
In addition to its local programming, BAM’s reach now extends beyond New 
York to cities around the globe. With DanceMotion USASM, BAM produces 
cultural exchange programs worldwide in regions of Africa, Asia, Central Asia, 
South America and the Middle East. Through The Bridge Project, BAM shared 
classical theater with audiences in such cities as Hong Kong, London, Madrid, 
and Auckland.

BAM Online  
BAM streams select events live to worldwide audiences, and makes many 
recorded talks, concerts, and clips available on its video channel. BAM 
Education initiatives offer opportunities for digital connections via distance 
learning, as well as offering in-depth online study guides about artists and 
productions. Visitors can explore BAM programs from every corner of the globe 
at BAM.org.
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BAM Programs
NEXT WAVE FESTIVAL
Next Wave Festival (Sep—Dec)
Since it was established in 1983, this annual festival presents an extraordinary 
range of dance, theater, music, fi lm, and visual art by some of the most 
groundbreaking and innovative artists throughout the world. Performers include 
Garth Fagan, Robert Wilson, Eiko + Koma, Ivo Van Hove, Donald Byrd, and 
Miranda July. 

WINTER/SPRING
Winter/Spring Season (Jan—Jun)
This annual showcase presents artists and companies that defi ne world-
class excellence in theater, dance, music, and opera. Performers include 
Cate Blanchett, Royal Shakespeare Company, William Christie and Les Arts 
Florissants, and Ballet Nacional de Cuba.

Eat, Drink & Be Literary (Jan—Jun)
Some of today’s most renowned authors read from their work and discuss 
the creative process over dinner and wine in the intimate setting of BAMcafé. 
Past guests have included Salman Rushdie, Yiyun Li, Marlon James, Jonathan 
Franzen, Zadie Smith, Chinua Achebe, and Francine Prose.

DanceAfrica (May)
BAM’s longest running program—and America’s largest celebration of African 
and African-American dance, music, and culture—occurs every Memorial Day 
weekend featuring dance performances by a visiting company, plus master 
classes, community events, fi lms, and an outdoor bazaar offering crafts, food, 
and fashion from over 250 vendors.

SUMMER
BAMcinemaFest (Jun)
This annual fi lm festival presents the most dynamic and entertaining new fi lms 
from cinema’s brightest up-and-coming talents, plus special repertory screenings, 
live music, outdoor screenings, fi lmmaker Q+As, and more. BAMcinemaFest has 
hosted the New York premieres of such high profi le American indies as Richard 
Linklater’s Boyhood, Lena Dunham’s Tiny Furniture, the Duplass brothers’ Cyrus, 
and Andrew Bujalski’s Beeswax.

R&B Festival at MetroTech (Jun—Aug)
This free outdoor lunch-time concert series in Downtown Brooklyn features an 
eclectic roster of legendary trailblazers and emerging musical visionaries of R&B 
and world music. Past performers have included Allen Toussaint, Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo, Los Lobos, George Clinton and P-Funk, Dr. John, Wilson Pickett, 
and Toots and the Maytals.

YEAR-ROUND
BAM Rose Cinemas 
Drawing over 200,000 moviegoers every year, the four-screen BAM Rose 
Cinemas screens fi rst-run fi lms, newly released independent and foreign fi lms, 
and  classics 365 days a year.

BAMcinématek (Feb — Dec) 
BAM’s repertory fi lm program presents new and rarely seen contemporary 
fi lms, classics, work by local artists, retrospectives, and festivals of fi lms 
from around the world, often with special appearances by directors, actors, 
and other guests.

Metropolitan Opera Live in HD and National Theatre Live 
BAM Rose Cinemas screens high-defi nition transmissions of live 
performances from the Metropolitan Opera, featuring discussions with 
noted opera experts, and London’s National Theatre.

BAM Education
Through school-time performances, in-school workshops, after-school programs 
for students, and professional development workshops for teachers, BAM’s 
Education programs ignite imagination and ideas, reaching up to 37,000 New 
York City students and teachers in over 200 schools.

BAMcafé Live (Sep—May)
BAMcafé Live offers free live music on select Friday and Saturday nights at 
BAMcafé, featuring emerging and veterans artists in rock, jazz, R&B, world 
music, and pop from Brooklyn and beyond.

BAM Visual Art
BAM’s year-round visual art programming includes an annual auction, public 
art in and around the BAM campus, commissions, ongoing sales of prints, and 
special exhibitions, with all proceeds supporting BAM’s fundraising efforts.

DanceMotion USASM

DanceMotion USASM is a program of the US Department of State, produced by 
BAM, to facilitate cross-cultural exchange to connect America’s fi nest dance 
companies with international artists and communities.  Touring companies provide 
workshops and outreach events, lead master classes for local dancers, participate 
in collaborative creative sessions with local artists, and offer public performances 
and artist discussions to facilitate greater communication and understanding.
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